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WHEREAS, New Orleans has a rich culinary history that celebrates the bounty of food
cultivated, caught and produced in the region; and

WHEREAS, this cultural tradition has its roots in local food production happening in
home gardens, community gardens, market farms, in addition to other-types of urban agriculture;
and

WHEREAS, food is vital to the New Orleans economy and small-scale farmers are well-
positioned to increasingly contribute to this robust economy; and

WHEREAS, purchasing from local producers and local food businesses, in homes,
businesses, and large-scale institutions, creates a “multiplier effect!, ensuring dollars spent
continue to circulate within the local economy; and

WHEREAS, the food system is highly vulnerable to the effects of climate change, and

sustaining regional biodiversity and capacity for food production can enhance food security,

economic development, and social stability; and
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WHEREAS, urban agriculture is already helping to: 1) manage stormwater as a type of
green infrastructure?®, 2) mitigate impacts of urban heat islands®, 3) remediate soils>®, 4) and
increase climate adaptation and resiliency within New Orleans’; and

WHEREAS, urban households that participate in community gardens are 3.5 times more
likely to consume 5 servings of fruits and vegetables a day when compared with households not
involved in a community garden®; and

WHEREAS, in aggregate, research is increasingly conclusive that urban agriculture is
important for its multiple and multiplicative benefits to cities, with benefits to local economies,
communities, and environments, including those cited above®!%; and

WHEREAS, A Greener New Orleans seeks to seize the full potential of urban agriculture
and find collaborative and equitable solutions to the issues currently facing New Orleans gardeners
and farmers; and

WHEREAS, through robust research the A Greener New Orleans coalition has found 4

major barriers to urban food production locally: (1) land inaccessibility and insecurity, (2)
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unreliable access to municipal water for agricultural purposes, (3) improper blight citations when
participating in regenerative agricultural practices, and (4) a lack of support within city
government across agencies and departments; and

WHEREAS, a majority of New Orleans growers access land through private and public
leasing which lack accountability, and local growers report often losing access to leased land which
is disruptive to creating sustainable community gardens and farm businesses; and

WHEREAS, growers need access to municipal water to maximize productivity and
mitigate negative consequences of increasingly frequent droughts; and

WHEREAS, the Sewerage and Water Board New Orleans has standing policies in place
for accounts exclusively using irrigation, but regularly does not follow said policies, leaving
growers with incorrect bills and crop loss due to water shut-offs; and

WHEREAS, regenerative agricultural practices, such as cover cropping aﬁd native
plantings which benefit the long-term health and productivity of the land, have a particular
aesthetic that may be misunderstood or miscategorized as blight by members of the public as well
as city departments; and

WHEREAS, farmers, increasingly engaged in using these practices, are facing incorrect
citations and damage, causing crop loss and negative market impacts; and

WHEREAS, having a supported city liaison dedicated to advancing urban agriculture
demonstrates a commitment to streamline processes, reduce confusion and increase efficiencies to
the benefit of local growers and communities; and

WHEREAS, when gardening and farming are celebrated and fully supported in urban
spaces, creating more jobs and businesses, keeping more dollars in the local economy, increasing

community green spaces while reducing blight, mitigating flooding and most importantly -



bringing neighbors together and producing fresh and healthy food for our communities; NOW,
THEREFORE

BE IT RESOLVED, That the City Council of New Orleans declares June as Eat Local
Month and supports the Eat Local movement, encouraging all residents and businesses to support
local farmers, fishers, food producers, farmers markets, restaurants and other food businesses year-
round.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Council of New Orleans supports the A
Greener New Orleans urban agriculture campaign and commits to collaboratively finding solutions
to the four (4) major barriers mentioned above.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Council will work directly with growers, food
system nonprofits, city departments and agencies to devise and implement solutions that will first
and foremost benefit growers and, in turn, our city writ large.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Council recognizes the importance of
adequately resourcing such work and intends to support efforts to secure all necessary resources
to ensure success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Council of the City of New Orleans
enthusiastically supports and encourages city departments and policies to actively advance the
development of our local food and farm system, recognizing it as not just allowed, but a valuable

part of our local economy, culture and community.

THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION WAS READ IN FULL, THE ROLL WAS
CALLED ON THE ADOPTION THEREOF, AND RESULTED AS FOLLOWS:
YEAS:

NAYS:
ABSENT:
AND THE RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED.
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